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Fort Bend County Health & Human Services Launches Opioid Overdose Prevention Campaign
Initiative Aims to Educate Residents, Expand Naloxone Access, and Prevent Opioid Overdose Deaths

Rosenberg, TX — As part of its ongoing commitment to protecting and promoting the health and safety of
all residents, Fort Bend County Health & Human Services (FBCHHS) has launched a comprehensive
Opioid Overdose Prevention Campaign to raise awareness about the dangers of opioid misuse, equip
the community with life-saving tools like Naloxone, and provide education to prevent overdoses before
they occur.

Made possible through funding received by FBCHHS, as part of the county’s allocation from the Texas
Opioid Abatement Fund Council (OAFC), the campaign is a collaborative effort among FBCHHS
divisions. Community Health and Wellness (CH&W) is leading the initiative; Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) provides staff training and serves on the front lines as first responders, responding to
opioid calls among other emergencies in the community; Clinical Health Services trains community
partners to support local health efforts; and Fort Bend County Medical Reserve Corps Unit #1266
trains both staff and community partners to strengthen emergency readiness and community resilience.

The primary goals of FBCHHS’ Opioid Overdose Prevention Campaign are to:

Increase public awareness of what opioids are and the dangers of misuse.

Reduce the incidence of opioid abuse and overdose.

Educate residents on how to recognize the signs of an opioid overdose.

Promote the proper use of Naloxone, commonly known by the brand name Narcan®, a rapid-
acting medication that can reverse an opioid overdose.

Expand community access to Naloxone, empowering bystanders to act and save lives.

“Every life saved is a family preserved and a community strengthened,” said Dr. Letosha Gale-Lowe,
Director of Fort Bend County Health & Human Services. “Through this campaign, we are equipping our
residents with the knowledge and tools they need to recognize the signs of overdose and respond
effectively. The settlement funds give us the critical opportunity to turn awareness into action and help
prevent tragic loss of life.”

National and state data underscore the urgency of these efforts:

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reports that nearly 80,000 (about 76%) of

the 105,000 drug overdose deaths in 2023 involved an opioid.
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e Furthermore, the CDC reports that a potential bystander was present in 43% of those cases,
highlighting the critical importance of making naloxone readily available and empowering
residents with the knowledge and confidence to use it effectively in an emergency.

e According to Texas Department of State Health Services, opioid related overdose deaths in Texas
increased by 56% between the 12 months ending December 2019 and the 12 months ending
March 2022.

The FBCHHS Opioid Overdose Prevention Campaign includes:

e Training & Distribution: County employees and community partners are currently being trained to
recognize opioid overdoses and administer Naloxone, led by FBCHHS’s Community Health &
Wellness and Clinical Health Services divisions, with support from the Fort Bend County Medical
Reserve Corps (MRC).

e Public Education: A brief public-facing video demonstrating how to use Naloxone is being shared
across FBCHHS social media platforms to directly reach residents.

e Awareness Campaign: Social media outreach and a countywide billboard campaign, featuring
paid placements and public service announcements generously donated by Clear Channel
Communications, will raise visibility of the issue across Fort Bend County.

“Our EMS teams witness firsthand the devastating impact of opioid overdoses in our community,” said
Chief Dudley Wait, Fort Bend County Emergency Medical Services. “Proper use of Naloxone before EMS
arrival can save lives, and by training county staff and community members, we’re ensuring more people
are prepared to act quickly and effectively, giving individuals the best chance of survival.”

“Through this campaign, we are giving residents the knowledge, skills, and tools to respond in a life-
threatening situation,” said Dr. Barbara Edwards, Mental Health Program Manager with FBCHHS’
Community Health & Wellness division. “Education and access to Naloxone put the power to actin
residents’ hands, helping to prevent overdoses before it’s too late.”

Through this collaborative, county-wide effort, Fort Bend County Health & Human Services divisions are
working together—combining leadership, training, and frontline response—to ensure every resident has
the knowledge, confidence and resources to help prevent opioid-related deaths in our community.
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About Fort Bend County Health and Human Services

Fort Bend County Health & Human Services (FBCHHS) is committed to promoting and protecting the health and
well-being of Fort Bend County residents. Through disease prevention and intervention, public health emergency
preparedness and response, community engagement, and efforts to ensure the equitable provision of basic
human needs, FBCHHS works to build healthier communities. Our vision is healthy neighbors living, learning,
working and playing together in vibrant, thriving communities.

About FBCHHS Community Health and Wellnhess Division

The Community Health and Wellness (CH&W) Division is dedicated to improving the physical and mental health of
Fort Bend County residents of all ages. CH&W supports Fort Bend County residents in preventing, detecting and
managing chronic conditions — including heart disease, high blood pressure, diabetes and cancer. CH&W also
plays a critical role in identifying and addressing mental health challenges to improve the overall mental well-being
of our community.

About Fort Bend County Emergency Medical Services (EMS)

Fort Bend County EMS provides high-quality, life-saving emergency medical care to the

residents and visitors of Fort Bend County and leads innovative efforts that improve patient outcomes and public
health. FBC EMS responds to over 45,000 requests per year, with a strong team of highly qualified and professional
paramedics. With over 50 years of pre-hospital EMS experience, FBC EMS is committed to providing all patients,
residents and staff with Compassion, Empathy, Teamwork, Innovation, Professionalism and Safety.

About FBCHHS Clinical Health Services Division

The Clinical Health Services Division ensures that Fort Bend County residents have access to available and
affordable care in specific public health clinical areas. The core public health services that FBCCHS provides are
prevention of vaccine-preventable diseases in children and adults, prevention and treatment of latent and active
tuberculosis, prevention and treatment of sexually transmitted infections, including prophylaxis for HIV, and
linkage to care for residents living with HIV, and partnering with community stakeholders to provide education in
the core areas of prevention.

About Fort Bend County Medical Reserve Corp

Fort Bend County Medical Reserve Corps (FBC MRC) Unit #1266 works to strengthen community resilience and
public health preparedness through the recruitment, training and deployment of medical and non-medical
volunteers. FBC MRC #1266 is dedicated to supporting local emergency response efforts and enhancing the well-
being of our community.
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