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Commissioner Dexter L. McCoy’s Statement on Attorney General Opinion regarding County
Attorney's Authority

FORT BEND COUNTY, TX — Commissioner Dexter L. McCoy issued the following statement regarding Attorney
General Paxton’s AG Opinion released today:

“Today's opinion issued by Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton is unfortunate and incredibly
disheartening, as it serves as an affront to the actual rule of law. The opinion, however, comes as
no surprise, as we have known for months now that the County Judge and Commissioner Meyers
have been in direct communication with the Attorney General and his staff on this and other
criminal matters in which they have involved themselves.

What this letter from the attorney general shows is the further politicization of the AG's office at the
expense of hard-working people who want the truth. This opinion completely reverses previous AG
opinions regarding the County Attorney's statutory authority and completely ignores previous court
rulings on similar topics. The Attorney General now contends that the Commissioners Court and
any other official can employ outside counsel for any matter it wants, to affirm whatever the
courts’ beliefis at that time. That is a great danger to the liability of our institution and our
taxpayers.

What is clear is that this state continues to ignore legal precedence and good sense. They have
greenlit dangerous attempts by other Republicans to fly in the face of the law and effectively
unseat a duly elected official.

As the hired attorney for the Republicans on Commissioners Court stated, regardless, "itis
important to recognize that the Attorney Generalis not a court, and his office may—or may not—
issue an opinion on the issue." The rightful authority in this case is a court of law to settle this
matter once and for all. This is a dangerous slippery slope, as today it is redistricting, but tomorrow
it could be any new whim of this Commissioners Court that would seek any opinion for hire to
support the egregious acts they choose to take.”

For more information or to schedule an interview with Commissioner McCoy, please contact:
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