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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Saturday, November 8, 2025 

Fort Bend County Commissioner Dexter L. McCoy, African American Memorial Conservancy, and Local 

Leaders Celebrate Dedication of the African American Heritage Monument & Park 

KENDLETON, TX – Fort Bend County Precinct 4 Commissioner Dexter L. McCoy, in partnership with the African 

American Memorial Conservancy and local community leaders, hosted a historic dedication ceremony for the 

African American Heritage Monument & Park at Bates Allen Park in Kendleton, Texas, on Saturday, November 8, 

2025. 

 

The celebration drew residents, descendants, and dignitaries from across Texas to honor generations of 

resilience and recognize the profound legacy of one of the state’s most significant historic communities. 

 

Standing 40 feet tall on a 236-acre historic site, the African American Heritage Monument is now the tallest 

monument dedicated to African American heritage in the United States and one of the most culturally significant 

memorials of its kind in the world. 

 

The program, emceed by Khambrel Marshall, featured remarks from Commissioner McCoy, Kendleton Mayor 

Veronica Melton Harris, and Reverend Richard Booker of Little Zion Missionary Baptist Church. Special 

performances included gospel artist Kirisma Evans, with tributes from Kimberly Alton-Calhoun, Washington 

“Rey” Alton, and Henry Douglas King, Sr., descendants of Kendleton’s founding families. African American 

Memorial Conservancy Board Chair, Lucy Bremond, also shared reflections on the monument’s cultural ties to 

heritage preservation. 

 

Developed in collaboration with Hines Architecture + Design (Hines A+D) and designer Daimian Hines, the 

monument anchors a space where history, cultural pride, and economic empowerment intersect. The project 

honors the lives of formerly enslaved families who settled in the region following emancipation and celebrates 

their enduring contributions to Texas and the nation. 

 

The site itself holds deep historical significance. It was the location of the first African American settlement in 

Texas and is home to Newman Chapel Cemetery, where Benjamin Franklin Williams, recognized as the first Black 

legislator in Texas, is buried. 
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“The African American Heritage Monument and Park is more than a landmark; it is a living legacy and a 

testimony to resilience,” said Commissioner McCoy. “The African American Heritage Monument and  

Park is more than a landmark; it is a living legacy and a testimony to resilience. We want every visitor  

to leave inspired, understanding the history that shaped us and envisioning the unity we must continue  

to build together.” 

 

The dedication of the African American Heritage Monument & Park marks a transformative milestone in Fort 

Bend County’s commitment to driving economic growth through heritage tourism, leveraging cultural 

preservation as a catalyst for community revitalization, local business development, and long-term regional 

investment. 

Photos Link: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1fGtS450QypQV_p4fvysO6A-omYfEJb4P?usp=sharing 

Video Link: AAHMP Dedication Ceremony Live Stream | Fort Bend County 
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